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KORACGH - HOW YOU CAN AVOID MACHLOKES

LINDERSTANDING THE NEGATIVE
POWER DF MACHLOKES
(DISSENSION)

In Parashas Korach, the Torah tells
us of Korach’s rebellion against Moshe
Rabbeinu. Chazal teach us that “An ar-
gument that is not for the sake of Heaven
— this is the argument of Korach and his
followers.” Let us reflect into the concept
of machlokes (arguing and dissension),
what its roots are, and what the person-
al avodahb in our soul is - of how we can
connect ourselves to a reality that is the
antithesis to machlokes.

THE INNER WORKINGS OF
“MACHLOKES"

In the way that Hashem has designed
the world, there are always details within
a whole. The many details in a whole are
to be viewed as the parts (chalakim) that
make up the whole. The whole (/al) can
include all of the many details (peratim)
and bind them all together, and by way of
the whole, all of the details are intercon-
nected, as opposed to being apart from
each other and standing on their own.

But when ruination occurs to the
whole, the details become separate from
each other, and this is very disparateness
is already the beginning step of destruc-
tion. Instead of the details being chalakim
(parts) of one whole, they each become a
chalukah — a division.

To illustrate, when brothers split an
inheritance with each other, this is called
a chalukah. The monies of their father had
been one unit, and until the inheritance,
each brother was entitled to a rightful
portion in his father’s monies. Now that
they are splitting up the inheritance and
each brother is taking his own share, the
money now becomes divided between
them; the money has gone from being a

cheilek (part) to a chalukab (division).

A further level of disparity occurs
when the division becomes that of
machlokes (dissension). In a situation
of machlokes, the brothers will want to
take the portions of their other broth-
ers, either totally or at least some of it. A
brother may feel entitled to take another
sibling’s portion either out of malicious
intent, or because he is simply blinded by
a lust for more money, or he has some
rationalization of why he feels deserving
of this money. In either case, he wants the
portion that is designated for another.

The opposite of machlokes is the con-
cept of someiach bchelko, one who is
“happy with his portion”. When a per-
son can appreciate his own portion and
he feels happy with whatever he has re-
ceived, he is far from machlokes, because
machlokes thrives on a desire to take an-
other’s portion, but if one is happy with
his own portion, he feels no need to take
another’s portion.

Now that we understand that, we can
see that there are two root attitudes that
are responsible for machlokes.

One attitude that shapes machlokes
is when a person doesn’t recognize what
his own portion is. Another attitude that
forms machlokes is, that even if a person
does recognize what his own portion is, if
he isn’t happy with it, he will want to take
another’s portion.

In order for one to be happy with what
he has, he has to first recognize what his
own portion is. After recognizing what
he has, he then has to be happy with it.
When one does not recognize what his
portion is in the first place, he cannot be
happy with it, because he doesn’t know
what he has, and then he may want to en-
ter into machlokes in order to be satisfied.
Conversely, when one can recognize what

he has, he can be happy with it, and then
he has essentially uprooted the entire idea
of machlokes from his perspective.

MACHLOKES - A CHILD'S
PERSPECTIVE

Now we will explore this from a sub-
tler perspective.

In the episode of Korach’s rebellion,
the Heavenly Court decided that all of
those who took part in the machlokes
must incur the death penalty, including
the children - a matter which requires
explanation. Why were even the children
sentenced to die?

The Maharal explained that when a
person is a “baal machlokes” (a collabo-
rator of dissension), he invites Gehinnom
(hell) upon himself, and not because this
is a punishment, but because his very be-
ing is connected with Gehinnom, when
he allows himself to be connected with
the very idea of machlokes.

We can also offer the following deep

perspective.

Chazal define a minor as “one who
still relies upon his father’s table” — any-
one who is financially dependent on his
father is considered to be a minor, even
if he is a fully grown adult. The depth of
this matter is because a child can only
take from others, and he has no portion
of his own. Take a look at the average
child. Children are not happy with what
they have, and they will always want to
take away what others have. This is the
way Hashem has made the world, and
this is the natural orientation of a child.
Besides for the problem of not recogniz-
ing others’ boundaries, and for a simple
lack of decent behavior, there is a deeper
reason why children often want to take
what others have: they do not recognize
what they have, and they cannot recog-



nize that others have their own portion.
They do not understand that each per-
son has his allotted share; they cannot
relate to this. Therefore, children want
everything for themselves.

This is total immaturity (katnus mo-
chin), and when a person as an adult still
hasn’t grown past this immature orien-
tation — this total level of katnus mochin
— he is still living within the “world of
disparity” (a/ma dpiruda), and he can-
not connect to others, because he thinks
that everything must become his. He is
totally immersed in his own life, in his
own details that he considers important,
without connecting them to the greater
whole.

That is why Chazal define a person as
a “minor” as long as he relies on parental
support — it is because he has no portion
of his own, and all he can do is take from
others. A child has no shame to keep re-
ceiving from his parents, it doesn't feel
to him like “bread of shame™, and he
will keep asking his parents for more
and more things. (Teenagers and adult
children may do this too, but that is a
separate topic). A child’s constant reli-
ance on his parents is not simply because
he lacks daas (mature understanding),
which is also true, but because he thinks
that everything in his surroundings must
belong to him.

That is the child’s thinking, and this
is the immature perspective of katnus
mochin which may remain in an adult
who hasn’t grown past the child’s per-
spective: “Everything belongs to me.” It
is like the person in the Mishnah who
says, “What's mine, is mine; and what is
yours, is mine” — he does not recognize
that there is such a thing as his own por-
tion and the portion of others.

Such a person invites Gehinnom
upon himself, as the Maharal explains,
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because Gehinnom is a situation of dis-
connectedness from anything else other
than the person’s own existence — and
that is exactly Gehinnom. Unlike Gan
Eden, which is a place where Torah
scholars sit and learn Torah together,
place of connection and friendship, Ge-
hinnom is called Tzeil-Maves (the shad-
ow of death), because it is a deathlike
existence, a place where there is entirely

“alma dpiruda’, the world of disparity.

A person who cannot connect to oth-
ers is called a “bar Gehinnom”, someone
who is destined for Gebinnom, and this
is the depth of the Maharals words that
Gehinnom is not a ‘punishment’ for one
who engages in machlokes — rather, it be-
comes the very reality for one who places
himself in this “Gehinnom”-like state of
existence: the immature perspective that
is called “katnus mochin”.

THE RAMPANT AMDUNT OF
MACHLOKES TODAY

There is a force in the world called
machlokes (dissension), and let us try to
understand it.

When Korach rose up against Moshe
to argue with him, this was not just
against Moshe. It was against the entire
Klal Yisrael, for Moshe is the root of all
souls in the Jewish people. Therefore,
when Korach instigated the machlokes,
the damage he had done was that he
engraved the idea of machlokes into ev-
ery soul in the Jewish people. Ever since
then, we have been afflicted with the
negative character trait of machlokes.

Our generation is far away from
when we stood at Har Sinai, when we
were on a level of perfection. The spir-
itual level of the generations has been
descending ever since, and currently, we
are in a generation where there is total
katnus (immaturity). Our generation is

like a child, who does not recognize his
own portion or the allotted portion of
others.

It is possible that a person learned
Torah, keeps all the mitzvos, and even
does chessed, yet he can be very far from
his own self - he has no self-recognition
at all. He hides underneath the “cloak”
of Torah, mitzvos, chessed, and kedushah
(holiness) yet he justifies his involvement
in machlokes, thinking that this is all in
the name of Torah and kedushah. He
might even claim that it is all for the sake
of “making shalom” (peace), but this can
just be another disguise for machlokes.

In the times we live in, the world is

filled with machlokes.

The first Beis HaMikash was de-
stroyed because of the three cardinal
sins, and the second Beis HaMikdash
was destroyed to baseless hatred.” These
sins were not just commonplace in those
times — they were everywhere; they filled
the world. In the times of the first Beis
HaMikdash, idolatry was so rampant
that the Gemara says that every rooftop
in Jerusalem had an idol. In the times
of the second Beis HaMikdash, the world
was steeped in baseless hatred, and that
has been the situation ever since, as any-
one with even a little bit of sensibility
can see.

Machlokes fills every corner of the
world today! It is everywhere, and the
only question is how much, and to what
extent. But machlokes is found in every
place in the world today. It is not simply
that each person wants his own chalukah
(divided portion) — today, it goes further
than that. Today, people are demanding
the portions of others — because they
do not recognize their own portion that
they have.

A person may go to a din Torah today

1 The Ramchal in sefer Daas Tevunos explains that the reason why Hashem created the system of reward and punishment is so that the reward shouldn’t

»

feel to our soul as “‘nahama d’kisufa’, “bread of shame”; that we shouldn’t feel ashamed when we receive our eventual reward, because this would detract from

the enjoyment of our reward.
2 Yoma 9b



in Beis Din and win the case, but that
doesn’t necessarily mean that in Heaven
he has won. The Beis Din here may tell
him he is entitled to a certain portion,
but in Heaven, they know that it is not
his real portion....

When a person doesn’t search for the
inner world found within him, he has
not found his own “portion”. The Mesil-
las Yesharim says that “man is obligated
to make true and clarify his obligation
on his world” — the emphasis is on the
“his”, because each person must find his
own unique portion on this world, and
that is his personal, unique obligation.

PEACE - EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

Moshiach will come to the world
and make peace throughout the entire
world. This will not be just peace in the
external sense, but the inner meaning of
peace. External peace is when people are
behaving peacefully towards each other,
and we certainly should strive for this; as
important as this is, it is not yet the main
part of the peace process.

Chazal teach that Aharon HaKohen
“love peace and pursued peace, loved
people, and drew them close to Torah.”
He helped others be peaceful to each
other, and this was the external part of
the peace, but he didn’t stop there — he
also “drew them close to Torah.” This re-
fers to the inner meaning of peace, which
is to reach one’s own portion — Aharon
HaKohen helped people reach their own
unique portion, and then there could be
true peace between everyone. Aharon
HaKoben didn’t just pursue peace. That
would have been external peace alone,
and the external layer of peace without
the inner layer of peace is sorely lacking.

Of course, we should all strive for
even external peaceful behavior towards
others, even if it is missing the inner lev-
el; it is wonderful to behave peacefully
towards others. But we must also strive
for the inner layer of peace. Shalom
(peace) comes from the word shleimus
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(completion). Each part of Creation is a
part of a greater whole, and when all the
parts are unified, the Creation is whole.
If each person recognizes his own por-
tion and he can also recognize that oth-
ers have their own unique portion, this
is the inner level of shalom.

The inner level of shalom (peace) is
to see a connectedness in Creation, how
each part in Creation makes up a greater
whole. It is to see a unified, connected
Creation — to recognize that each part in
Creation is joined and connected with
all the other parts in Creation.

AVOIDING MACHLOKES BY
REMAINING CONNELTED TO YOUR
INNER WORLD

The more a person lives inwardly
and truthfully, the further he is from
machlokes. He realizes that whatever he
has is from Hashem, and whatever is
taken from him is also from Hashem.
Even if his rightful portion gets taken
away from him, he is aware that “Hash-
em has given, and Hashem has taken.” A
person can learn to live with his own in-
ner world, and that is his true portion
on this world. With such a perspective,
in most situations, he will be far from
entering machlokes.

Even if he is forced to somehow take
sides in a machlokes, he will be unaffect-
ed by it. It might seem as if he is being
hurt — he might have to incur financial
loss, and his honor might be attacked,
and people may humiliate him. But no
one can damage the person’s inner world.

If a person will lose money due to a
lack of aggressiveness in the machlokes,
there is no obligation of “bishtadlus (ef-
fort)” upon him to try to get himself the
money. Being involved in a machlokes is

not called hishtadlus!

The world is filled with lies, flattery,
and all kind of falsehood. This is not
only referring to the secular world out
there, but it is also true even within our

own inner circles. We must be wary of
this and avoid any machlokes, and to re-
alize that being involved in a machlokes is
not considered doing hishtadlus to make
money. This attitude is the opposite of
the general attitude of the world today,
which is filled with all kinds of situations
of machlokes.

People who live inwardly and truth-
fully will not enter a machlokes, and even
more so, they are far from the very idea
of machlokes. The great tzaddikim didnt
become involved with machlokes not just
because they had great abavas Yisrael
(which was also true), but because they
were far from the pettiness of machlokes.
When a person is clear that he is somei-
ach behelko (happy with his lot) — when
he clearly feels joyful in his own portion
on this world — he already avoids most
situations of machlokes. He is far from
demanding his own honor. And if he
incurs financial loss rather than involve
himself in a machlokes to try to get mon-
ey, he understands that “Hashem has giv-
en, and Hashem has taken.”

IN CONCLUSION

When we look at the world today,
either we can see a world full of pains,
aches, and lowliness — that is the world
today that is full of machlokes — or we can
see a pure world in front of us, when we
are connected to our own inner world.

When one discovers his own unique
portion on this world — his own inner
world that is unique only to him — he
can then reach the level of emunas cha-
chamim, trusting the Sages; and specifi-
cally, to have emunas chachamim in the
wise leaders of our own generation. And,
more importantly, one can have emunah
in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, Who Was, Is,
and Will always Be.



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
PRACTICAL BITACHON

QUESTION: I'm learning for half a year
already about bitachon and | really want to
acquire bitachon very much. | am prepared
to spend a half hour every learning about
bitachon for many more years so that | can
attain this goal. What is the best way for me
to get to my goal of acquiring bitachon?

ANSWER:The series “Actualizing Your
Faith” (Da Es Bitchoncha) explains about this
subject, and if you have any questions on
these lessons, | will try to answer them, with
siyata d’shmaya. Along with this, you should
learn sefer Madreigas HaAdam, especially
the chapter about bitachon. You should also
learn about bitachon in the sefer Shomer
Emunim. Practically speaking, each day you
should practice having bitachon in Hashem
when it comes to a small thing, and don’t
do any hishtadlus (effort) when it comes
to that area. Or, at least minimize your
hishtadlus in that area, from an awareness
that you are trying to work on your bitachon.
Furthermore, it is appropriate to clarify the
entire spectrum of this subject. Learn all the
sources for bitachon in Chumash, Mishnayos,
Gemara, Rishonim and Acharonim, as
much as you are able to. Organize all the
material in a notebook, as if you are trying
to prepare for print as a sefer. This will help
you become immersed in it, consistently
and fundamentally, as you study this part of
Torah and apply it to your avodah. It will also
give you increased clarity on the topic, and
it will also give you the gain of both learning
and practicing it together.

QUESTION: Yasher Koach to the Rav for
the advice about bitachon which | asked
the Rav for, which | have started to practice.
The Rav advised that each day | should
practice having bitachon in Hashem when
it comes to a very small thing and not to do
any hishtadlus (effort) in that area. | have a
couple of questions.

1) Does this mean that if | have bitachon
and | don’t do any hishtadlus, then | will
get what I’'m having bitachon about? For
example, if | want something small and | have
bitachon that | will get it, will it definitely
come to me, simply because | am having
bitachon in Hashem?

ANSWER: 1) There are two approaches
about bitachon. One approach is that one
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can have bitachon that a certain thing will
definitely happen, when he trusts in Hashem
that it will happen. Another approach is
that one can have bitachon that whatever
happens is only what Hashem wants to
happen, and that everything that happens
is for a person’s good. Generally a person
needs to begin having bitachon with the
second approach.

QUESTION:(2) Also can the Rav give
examples of having bitachon when it comes
to a “small” thing?

ANSWER: An example of having bitachon
when it comes to a small thing is: (1) | have
bitachon that | will make the bus (that is, if
| leave with enough time to get to the bus
stop on time). (2) | have bitachon that | will
fall asleep and get the right amount of sleep
that | need so | can have enough energy for
tomorrow and to do what | need to do.

QUESTION: (3) Also, is this approach of
having bitachon when it comes a small thing
and not doing any hishtadlus, a matter which
depends on how to understand bitachon?
Is the Rav following a certain approach of
bitachon or is this according to all views on
bitachon?

ANSWER: Same as answer to the first
question.

QUESTION: (4) What do | need to think
when | am having bitachon about a small
thing that | want? And how can | avoid falling
into delusions from this?

ANSWER: 4) Have bitachon that only
Hashem runs every single last detail, and
that everything He does is for my good.

HELPING MASHIACH

QUESTION: 1) When believing in Hashem
that He does everything and that He is
bringing the Geulah, does that require us
to believe also that there is someone right
now who is capable of being Mashiach even
though it is not known to us who Mashiach
is? Will believing in this give strength to
Mashiach to fight the spiritual war of Gog
and Magog for us?

ANSWER: This is not part of one of the
principles of emunah, but it is true, because
we are taught by Raboseinu (our teachers)
that every generation has someone in it
who is eligible to be Mashiach, even if this
potential Mashiach didn’t even receive the
soul of Mashiach yet. And through believing
that there is a potential Mashiach in the
generation, yes, we give him strength and

illumination.

QUESTION: 2) How do we believe in
Mashiach and give strength to him without
getting into issues of avodah zarah (making a
deity) out of him, and to believe that it’s all
Hashem and that only Hashem is everything
and does everything?

ANSWER: Mashiach is only a shaliach, a
messenger, of Hashem. Mashiach has no
power of his own and he cannot do anything
on his own at all.

QUESTION: 3) Are all of our souls included
in the soul of Mashiach?

ANSWER: Yes.

QUESTION: 4) Are we able to reach “ayin”
only through connecting to a tzaddik?

ANSWER: That is one of the ways.

QUESTION: 5) If Mashiach hasn’t yet been
revealed, how do we help him?

ANSWER: Through tefillah  (prayer),
emunah (faithin G-d), teshuvah (repentance),
and awaiting the Geulah (Redemption).

QUESTION: 6) Do we need to daven to
Hashem to reveal Mashiach or should we
just believe that there is someone who
is Mashiach even though we don’t know
who he is? And do we need to believe that
Mashiach is suffering on our behalf?

ANSWER: Daven to Hashem [to reveal
Mashiach]. And vyes, it is true that Mashiach
suffers on our behalf.

QUESTION: 7) When we do yichudim
(unifications, holy intentions of combining
names of Hashem as taught in the sefarim
hakedoshim), will it suffice to say “Please
Hashem, may my efforts give strength to
all those who are doing yichudim, to our
nation, and to illuminate those who do not
know, that they become strong vessels to
reveal the Heavenly light upon the world.
Please Hashem, reveal the soul of Moshe
our teacher!”

ANSWER: It is possible to say this prayer.

QUESTION: 8) Will the above weaken our
connection to the tzaddik since we do not
know what this tzaddik is?

ANSWER: On one hand it does weaken
the connection to the tzaddik, but on the
other hand it purifies the person, because
it removes the material hold on him that
had been blocking him from reaching higher
levels.



