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"| shall harden Pharaoh's heart” (shemos 73)
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(EXPANDED BASED ON EDITORS UINDERSTANDING]

POSITIVE & NEGATIVE SIDES OF STUBBORNNESS

Stubbornness (MWpY) is a positive trait when a person uses it to perform Hashem's service. Tzaddikim accomplished great things because
they were stubborn in persisting with their plans to do something special for Hashem, and nothing could stand in their way.

The place of the body that represents this trait is the back of the neck, the nape, as in the pasuk 7799 7%/ 0¥, "a hard-necked nation" (Shemos
34:9). The nape is a hard, stiff, unyielding part of the body, symbolizing firmness and steadfast resolve in serving Hashem. Below the neck is
the heart. The hardness of the nape mustn’t extend to the heart because then he will be become uncaring towards his fellow man and haughty
towards Hashem. When this occurs, he only cares about himself and his own wishes, with total disregard to the truth and Hashem's will.

Chazal tell us that the letters that spell 71979 are the same letters that spell 1797, the nape. Pharaoh had this attribute of stubbornness, but
this hardness didn't end in the nape. His heart also became hard, as it states, "I shall harden Pharaoh's heart" (Shemos 7:3). This is the reason
he denied Hashem and was callous to the needs of the Jewish nation.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Within every person is a special, unique personality, and if he develops it allowing this attribute to shine, he will accomplish great things
in Hashem’s service and for the benefit of Klal Yisrael. But there will be a great struggle because the yetzer hara places many obstacles in his
way to prevent him from attaining his greatness. This is the reason akshanus, holy stubbornness, is so important. One must stubbornly and
determinedly reveal his greatness, and he shouldn’t allow any test or trial to prevent him from this most important mission.

Success won't happen in a day. The battle will be great and long, but with determination, holy akshanus, and patience he will reach his

One must be cautious to be stubborn specifically to develop the most unique attribute of his nefesh. If he will use stubbornness for the
development of his other traits, being stubborn will become his second nature, and Chazal say, “A person must always be soft like a reed”
(T2anis 20b). His heart must remain soft, humble, flexible and caring.

THE STUBBORN SUCCEED

Chazal tell us that 797 is comprised of the same letters
that spell 7797, the nape, as in the pasuk A 7wp 0y, “a hard-
necked nation” (Shemos 34:9). For Pharaoh, the hardness didn’t
end in the nape. His heart also became hard, as it states, “I shall
harden Pharaoh’s heart” (Shemos 7:3).

Holy stubbornness is when one is determined to perform
the will of his Creator. The corrupt form of stubbornness is to
persevere to do his own will.

IN PRACTICE

It is everyone’s obligation to recognize the strongest attribute
of his nefesh, and to stubbornly bring it forth from potential
into existence. This is while wisely going gradually, step by
step, yet with a determined decision that no matter what will
be, nothing will prevent him. However, he should only use his
stubbornness for the most outstanding attribute of his nefesh.
He shouldn’t use it for the other strengths of his soul. Because




