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“They shall make a Mikdash for Me - so that | may dwell in them" (shemes 258)
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,INRI RY 191032 ,'99113 N1DWTY YYN 1WAT NTIn NN The pasuk doesn’t state 12in2 nY) , “T will dwell in it”. The pasuk

P10 1WA MIAY PIYW T T 93 TN ,09101 K9R states n;n; n1Y), “T will dwellllr} them »in cver.lefi. Chazal explain tha)t
every Yid must construct a spiritual Mishkan in his heart for Hashem’s

1229 N2, T NPOVY  Shechinah.,

N1791NN1 *P20 1DIRAY 7191 ,‘Gown ) TWPT JIXIW N300 The reason it is necessary “W3)”, that this Mishkan must be built,

01PN21.0TRA YW 12292 RXN1 1“0X°0 ,TWRIN OTR Xon- 8 due to Adam HaRishonss sin. The yetzer hara is naturally found in

’s heart, and the Shechinah won't reside i | here the yet.
IR MIDY 181,70 TIEY T A1PIWN PR 01N TNY man’s heart, and the Shechinah won't reside in a place where the yetzer
harahas a stronghold. For this reason, the yetzer hara must be removed
N1OWANTMY OV 1NX°N PYN0IY 01pnn1,A%7 1M 1“0 from the heart. The location that the yetzer hara vacated, is where the

. ) . Shechinah will reside.
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One must be give up at least one personal desire for Hakadosh
/109m) TN RI AR 2030 VI NN RO TWIATNET Borych Hy, and it needs to be a complete and total renunciation.

2292 0T DIPNR NR P77 091N va - Otherwise, the yetzer hara— 7% from the word 187, “desire” — will still
hold onto its place in the heart.

nwyn? IN PRACTICE

,N“apn TYnY Mm% PHY IN1191 700 PWR P 1IN NNpY A person should choose one of his smaller desires and renounce it entirely
for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When one does so, the person merits that the
Shechinah will reside in his heart. With the strength of the Shechinah’s
TIPITY MPOPR NITTN21327 DX M09 9P 997 13393 Jigh that is in his heart, it will be easier for him to purify his heart, slowly

and gradually, more and more.
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BILVAVI MISHKAN EVNAH - IN MY HEART, | WILL CONSTRUCT A MISHKAN

This week’s parashah discusses the holy mitzvah of creating a Mishkan, a holy edifice, a location where the Shechinah resides in this world. However, Chazal
note that the pasuk doesn’t state 1102 °n32% , “I will dwell in it” — in the Mishkan. The pasuk states 0312 *032¢), “I will dwell in them”. Chazal explain that this
means Hashem will dwell in the heart of every Yid. In addition to building the Mishkan or the Beis HaMikdash, Hashem wants every Yid to be a Sanctuary, a
place where Hashem resides.

The blockage is the yetzer hara. Due to Adam HaRishon’s sin, the yetzer hara is within man’s heart, and the Shechinah won't reside in a place where the yetzer
hara has a stronghold. Therefore, the Torah writes, 30¥), that this spiritual Mikdash, in the heart of a Yid, must be constructed. It has to be made. A person must
first remove the yetzer hara from his heart, and then the Shechinah will dwell there.

%" (the yetzer hara) and 1187 (desire) have similar letters, and they are both from the same root. This is because the definition of the yetzer hara is when a person
carries personal desires in his heart— to attain pleasure, honor, wealth, etc. — and he doesn't seek what Hashem desires for a Yid. These longings — which are the
yetzer hara — prevent the Shechinah from residing with him because the Shechinah won't reside together with the yetzer hara.

Therefore, the process to make oneself a Mishkan is to be give up at least one of his desires — and it should be a complete and total renunciation. That will
banish the yetzer hara from his heart, and the Shechinah can now reside there. It is a sacrifice, but it removes the yetzer from his heart, and he can be an abode

for the Shechinah.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

It is impossible to immediately cleanse oneself from all one’s personal desires. That would be an undertaking most people cannot do. Therefore, the advice is
to choose one small desire and to make a decision that he will be give it up entirely for Hakadosh Baruch Hu's sake. This will remove at least part of the yetzer
hara from his heart. The light of the Shechinah that is now with him will help him take the next step. Gradually, and very slowly, he can become cleansed from
the yetzer hara, and from all selfish desires. Throughout this process, he gradually and continuously becomes a more perfect abode for the Shechinah. This is the
primary consideration, even though are other considerations to take into account.
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