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Chanukah - 001 Winning The War
Viewing The Imminent Festival As A Continuation Of Our Avodah
In the previous chapters (of the series of Reaching Your Essence [1]), we discussed at length the ways
of how to reveal the Yechidah in the soul.
It is the nature of most of us that when a Jewish holiday approaches, we like to learn about the nature
of the upcoming holiday, but we tend to put aside our current avodah in favor of learning about the
holiday at hand.
But we can compare this to one who owns a horse for 20 years and he wishes to give it as a wedding
present to his son. The wedding day of his son arrives, and he gets very busy with the wedding
preparations, and what happens? He doesn’t watch his horse, and the horse runs away.
The lesson from this parable is very clear. If we leave put our avodah on hold because we need to
learn about the holiday, then our avodah will be ignored in favor of learning about the holiday, and
then we lose the previous gains of our avodah until now.
However, the other option is not either good: if a person ignores the holiday and only focuses on his
avodah, then this too is detrimental, because if Hashem gives us a holiday, obviously it is His will that
we involve ourselves in it.
When a Jewish holiday comes our way as we are in middle of explaining a certain avodah, we thus
need to see it as a continuation of our own current avodah, rather than just see it as a coincidence
that happens to fall out in middle of our avodah. Therefore, the current holiday that is approaching [in
our case, Chanukah] must be viewed by us as a continuation of our current avodah of revealing our
“Yechidah”.
What, essentially, is a Jewish festival all about? The Yomim Tovim (Jewish festivals) are really windows
that help us see into the inner world of spirituality. The inner world is covered over, but it is not
completely covered over; there are windows which we can use to see into it. Each festival oﬀers us
the opportunity to access a new window that gives us new perspectives about the inner world.
If we look into a house through many of its windows and we see the same room, we are seeing the
same room each time, just through diﬀerent windows. The festivals are each diﬀerent windows that
look at the same room. Chanukah is one window, and Purim is another window, and Pesach is another
window. But they are all windows to the same view. We aren’t revealing new realities through each of
the festivals – rather, we can keep learning to see the same reality that exists through diﬀerent

angles, with each festival that we go through.
The Lesson of Chanukah – Another Way To Access The View of the Yechidah
The holiday approaching us now is Chanukah, and if we are currently learning about how to reveal our
Yechidah, this is not a coincidence. It must be that Chanukah adds on another important dimension to
this avodah of trying to uncover our Yechidah.
Chanukah is therefore another way for us to learn about how we can view the inner world. Let us
reﬂect, therefore, into how we can reveal our Yechidah through understanding about Chanukah.
Real Victory
On Chanukah, there was a war between the Greeks and the Chashmonaim (Jews who descended from
royalty). This was a miracle that deﬁed nature; the Greek were very mighty, but a handful of Jews
slew them all in a miraculous defeat. How did they succeed in overcoming nature? We will try to
explain this with an inner perspective.
When we are in war, how can we win? How do we overcome the opposition? A simple war, like we see
from the world, is when two sides are warring with each other, and might is pitted against might.
There were many such wars in history.
However, the Ramban writes that the ideal situation to ﬁght a war is to ﬁrst try to make peace with
the other side. If peace isn’t achieved, the side who is trying to make peace may then go to war with
the other side. It sounds simply that the problem of war can be solved with placating the other side,
such as if we oﬀer the other side a lot of money. But there is a deeper reason. It is because when
there is ﬁghting, we need to access the power of shalom (peace) in the soul.
Logic dictates the opposite: logic says that if you remain peaceful and docile, the other side will ﬁght
you. How can peace win our wars for us?! Why does the Ramban say that we should ﬁrst try peace in
order to win the war?!
If a person is deeply connected to the power of peace in the soul, that aﬀects his outside as well, so
inner peace can cause peace upon the world. That is more understandable. But if one hasn’t reached
his inner peace, how can behaving with peace be a possible way to win a war?!
The truth is that real peace will only be in the future. It is written of the future, “The wolf and the lamb
shall walk together.” Then there will be no more wars, because we will all become one unit. It really
doesn’t make sense that peace should win our wars. Only in the future will this concept make sense,
because the future will be the revelation of the innermost point of the soul, the all-inclusive point,
which does not allow for any contradictions, oppositions, or war. The fact that there will be peace in
the future will not be a coincidence. The future peace will be the revelation of our essence. It will be
revealed that there are no oppositions. Thus, it automatically follows that there will be no wars.
War is only possible when there is a concept of separation and disparity in the world; currently, we
look at ourselves as having many divided “parts” to our self, which reﬂects the concept that in the
current era, there is disparity. In the future, when the all-inclusive point of the Yechidah will be
revealed to all, the entire of notion of ever being divided will not exist, thus it will follow that there
cannot be war, because there will be no more concept of opposition.
Thus, if we really want to win a war, we need to awaken a point in ourselves which cannot be
destroyed. The outer parts of our soul can be destroyed, but the Yechidah in us is the all-inclusive
point; everything is in it - therefore, it cannot be destroyed.

This is the deep meaning behind the victory of the Chashmonaim, the handful of Jews that won
against the Greeks. The Chashmonaim revealed their own inner power of the soul, the nondestructive point contained deep in the soul - and that was why the Greeks couldn’t destroy them.
In the future, it is written, “Esav will be like straw, and Yosef will be like ﬁre that burns up the straw.”
This will be a deep kind of victory. When ﬁre and water meet, they battle each other, and it takes a
long time until one of the elements can overpower the other. But when ﬁre is set upon straw, it takes
only a few moments until all of the straw is destroyed; there is no opposition. So too, in the future,
there will be no opposition, because it will be revealed how all is one, for Hashem’s Name will be one.
Oneness will be revealed – the all-inclusive point will be revealed, therefore, there will be no concept
of division.
The Depth of Humility
Chanukah was a war of a few Jews against many Greeks. Simply, this was a miracle, but the depth of
it was, that “they made themselves small in their eyes”, as the Rabbis write.
This sounds simply that they had humility, when one makes himself small in his eyes. People think
that humility means to focus on your shortcomings, and that it is arrogance to focus on your qualities.
After all, it is true that the power of imagination can cause one to ignore reality, which in turn makes
him ignores his shortcomings, while a person who is very aware of reality has humility, because he
recognizes his shortcomings. It seems that humility is simply for a person to be aware of reality, thus
he is aware of his shortcomings, in the same way that a person has to be realistic when he writes out
a check and make sure that he still has money in his bank account.
But there is a deeper understanding of humility: when one recognizes the greater reality, which is the
all-inclusive point in the soul, he sees how he is not nothing, for he is part of a greater whole; he is
part of a collective essence. And that humbles him as a result.
But how did the small amount of Jews win the Greeks? It is something deeper: that they made
themselves “small.” Because “they made themselves small in their own eyes” – because they had
true humility - by recognizing the all-inclusive reality – that was how they were able to win the Greeks.
Humility is really to see yourself as part of a greater whole. It is to lessen the “I”, not by weakening it
and ignoring your self-worth, but by realizing how your “I” is part of a greater whole. The
Chashmonaim nulliﬁed their own essence, by having this deep humility, of seeing themselves as part
of the greater whole, as part of the reality that is all-inclusive, as opposed to the ‘divided’ kind of
reality.
[1]

(There are people who don’t realize their self-worth. They don’t give enough value to their actual self,
because they focus on their many shortcomings. They view themselves as lowly, and they see
themselves as just scattered parts inside themselves. But this is not the true meaning of humility.
Humility is not to dismiss reality – it is really to recognize your true self-worth of a Jew.
The proper outlook for one to have is that although one shouldn’t pride himself too much about his
qualities, he must never lessen his actual “I”. He can be aware of his shortcomings, but he doesn’t
have to lessen the value of his essence. A person must always remain with his self-worth.)
Thus, the deep way to win a war is not through ﬁghting a war. It is through revealing the power of
netzach, eternity – to reveal the all-inclusive point in the soul, the non-destructive point of the soul.
When one reveals his non-destructive essence, he indeed cannot be destroyed. And if one tries to
destroy it, he is destroying himself.

Connecting To The Oneness of Hashem
This power of deep unity with the world, known as “echad” (oneness), which will be fully revealed in
the future, still exists deep in the soul, and is the deepest power of the soul. Hashem in “One”, and
when one is connected with Hashem, he is connected to His oneness, and then the disparity in front
of him ceases.
How did Dovid HaMelech defeat Golyas? With one rock. The depth of this is that he defeated him with
the power of “one”, not simply that he managed to kill him with a small rock.
The war with the Greeks could not be won physically. It wasn’t possible. The only way was through
revealing echad in their souls – they connected to Hashem, to His oneness; thus they had Hashem’s
protection, and no one can ﬁght Hashem. “And they will see that the name of Hashem is upon you,
and they will fear you.” (Although Hashem is called “man of war”, this is a metaphor).
If two people are having a game with each other, it is not a ﬁght. Although they are against each
other, this is not viewed as a ﬁght, but as a game.
When one wins the other, it’s not that he has won the ﬁght, because it’s just a game; afterwards, they
laugh with each other. So too, when one is connected to Hashem, he is protected by Him, and no one
can ﬁght Hashem – trying to ﬁght Hashem is a joke.
There is no opposition, because any human who tries to oppose Hashem does not oppose Hashem. If
it’s not a ﬁght, it can only be a game.When one approaches a ﬁght with the perspective that he is
against the other based on his human strengths, this will indeed be an opposition.
Victory Is Not Achieved Through Fighting
Is there anyone who doesn’t have any ﬁghts with others? It is not possible. The Talmud says that if
there is a Rav in a city who is never opposed at all, he is not a real Rav, because he’s probably being
bribed.
(By the way, even before I came to deliver these shiurim, I already prepared myself for opposition. I
knew that there were will be those who will ﬁght with me about what I’m saying!)
We all need opposition. There is no person who does not have opposition. For everything good there
is, Hashem created something else in evil that can oppose the good. There is only one whom there is
no opposition to – Hashem, Who is One.
The war with the Greeks could have just been like any other war, where the two sides oppose each
other. We all have wars. We have internal wars as well, inside ourselves, as well as in our homes,
small and big ﬁghts. But we all have ﬁghts. How can we get out of all these ﬁghts?
It is by acquiring the deep perspective that winning the war is not through ﬁghting the other side.
That was the miracle of Chanukah – you can only win a war with a miracle, and that ‘miracle’ is for
one to realize this deep perspective.
Accessing Peace In The Soul: Nullifying Yourself To Hashem
Now we will make this concept more practical in our daily life.
How can we win our daily wars and ﬁghts with others that we all have? I am asking a very practical
question, not a theoretical one.

People ﬁght their ﬁghts either with their various physical strengths, or with their intellectual abilities.
(There is a saying, “If you can’t ﬁght with koach (strength), ﬁght with moach (brains).” But there is a
third [deeper] way to ﬁght, and it has nothing to do with strength or with brains.
The Kotzker zt”l said that if you can’t win with strength, keep telling yourself that you do have
strength, until you eventually win. That was one view. Another view was to use your intellectual
abilities. A third way to win a war is through the power of prayer.
There is a point in our soul in which there are no wars, challenges, or oppositions. Chazal say, “Nullify
your will to His will.” In other words, when you have no desires of your own, because you are nulliﬁed
to Hashem, then the name of Hashem comes upon you, and then all those who think of opposing you
won’t be able to oppose you, because you will then be connected to the oneness of Hashem.
It is brought in our sefarim that Moshiach will come with “weapons of war” and win over the entire
world. People interpret this to mean that Moshiach will reveal how good prevails over evil. Will he
throw a bomb on the world? Iran can do that too. How would that bring peace to the world?! How will
he ‘win’ over the entire world?
He will be connected to the oneness of Hashem, thus, he will connect to all of Creation in his
enormous love. Moshiach will win not through the conventional means of ﬁghting, but because he will
be utterly connected to oneness of Hashem, and nothing can oppose the oneness of Hashem.
Avraham Avinu was thrown into a ﬁre and was untouched. The depth of this was because he was so
connected to the oneness of Hashem that nothing could harm him. It wasn’t just a miracle. It was
because he lived in a world where there was no opposition, because he was connected to the oneness
of Hashem. Thus, he was totally nulliﬁed to Hashem, and therefore nothing could harm him. Of
course, people fought him. He had wars. But in his soul, he was at peace with others, and that is why
he could not be hurt by anyone.
Access To Your Inner Peace
The Yechidah in us can provide us with entirely new feelings/emotions altogether.
Our body and soul are in contradiction with each other. Our soul lives in complete oneness, while our
body cannot come to terms with oneness. We cannot live in the state of complete oneness with
others, because the peace of the future is not here yet. The view of our soul, this unity with the world,
is not yet manifest in the physical world, for the time being. But we can still have some access to the
deep peace that is in the soul and make use of it sometimes.
One can learn how to be amongst people who are saying things against him, but in his soul, he is
living with inner peace. He hears what they are saying, but it doesn’t bother him, because he lives in
place of no opposition.
People tend to be either realistic or delusional. Either people are realistic and they do not believe in
any inner realities, or they go in the opposite direction and believe in spirituality, but they become
delusional and ignore the external, physical dimension of our world. Both perspectives are wrong.
We are really a contradiction; our body tells us one viewpoint, while our soul tells us one viewpoint,
and we can’t live with one of them alone. We need to fuse them together and handle the
contradicting perspectives. There are diﬀerent layers in us that have diﬀerent perspectives towards
reality. Just as there many opinions amongst people, so are there many opinions within our own
selves.

This sounds like we are unstable! But we can be very stable, even though we have diﬀerent
viewpoints going on inside ourselves.[2]
Chazal say that one must speak the “truth that is on his heart” (“doiver emes b’levovo”) – his mouth
and heart should be in line with each other (piv v’libo shavin). The level of the heart can change each
day, therefore, a person’s perspective changes each day. We have ﬁve parts in our soul – the Nefesh,
Ruach, Neshamah, Chayah and Yechidah. There are times when we are on high level and times when
we are lower. When we speak out what’s on our heart, it changes according to the level we are at.
If someone doesn’t speak from his soul, he is talking from his dry intellect. But if one speaks from his
heart because he has opened his soul, then he can feel this in himself that he has diﬀerent opinions
towards the same subject, depending on the day, because the level of his soul ﬂuctuates each day.
Thus, the victory over the Greeks was because they revealed their Yechidah, the point in the soul
where is no oppositions, and that was how they won, because nothing can oppose the all-inclusive
point in the soul.
How To Win Over All Oppositions
Let’s apply this now to our own lives. We all have oppositions with others – how do we ﬁght properly
when those inevitable ﬁghts come?
If we just try to win, we won’t win. We will just have ﬁghts, We won’t reach real victory.
I am not saying that peace can win everything and that you can sit back and relax that everything will
just work out. This isn’t feasible at all, because we do have ﬁghts. The Torah speaks about ﬁghting
wars, either as an obligation or as a choice, but there are always wars and ﬁghts with others in our
life.
How should we go about our ﬁghts, when those inevitable ﬁghts come? We need to ﬁght not from
ﬁghting, but from using our power of inner peace, to reveal the point in us which has no wars, which is
the Yechidah. Of course, you can’t see this reality in the physical world; it is an inner reality that is
deep within the soul.
You can solve a ﬁght in just half a minute, if you make sure to always access this deep power of the
soul [when you yearn for peace]. When one accesses this inner peace in himself, his enemies
disappear, and people will not ﬁght him!
I am not saying that this will drive away all people who ﬁght you, because the Greeks were certainly
trying to ﬁght the Chashmonaim even though the Chashmonaim had reached their inner peace, and
in addition, we currently live in a world in which the 50th Gate of Impurity surrounds us, which is very
diﬃcult to send oﬀ. But the point is that when you access the inner peace of the soul, the enemies
around you won’t be able to win against you, because the ﬁght will lose its zenith, for the entire ﬁght
is being fueled by the fact that there each of the two side is warring against each other. Once one of
the sides reaches a place inside himself in which there is no war, the entire war loses its fuel, and
thus the war will cease on its own.
There are two ways to get rid of an enemy. Either you can ﬁght with him and try to drive him away, or
you can make peace with him, by uncovering your own ability of inner peace. When you uncover a
peace in your own soul, your opposition will feel somewhat that you want peace, and when he feels
your wish for peace, he will stop ﬁghting you. There will be no place for a ﬁght. Your opposition might
not be aware why he is losing interest in ﬁghting you, but he will still feel somewhat that there is no
place now for a ﬁght.

I will repeat and emphasize again that this inner solution does not work 100%. If it would, then our
body would cease, and we would only be souls with no body. This is not possible in the current
situation in the world, where we are not yet in the future. But if you make use of this point of the soul,
it will greatly aﬀect even your physical situation and radiate some of its light.
Living With An Inner Contradiction
When we reveal our Yechidah of the soul, we gain a new perspective on reality, and the old reality has
no bearing on us anymore. Of Shabbos, Chazal say that you should consider it “as if all your work is
done”. What does that mean? To pretend that your situation at work is ﬁne just because it’s Shabbos?
We all know good and well that Sundays can be stressful and full of problems we have to deal with.
But it’s because there is a part in our soul which has the ability to view all our work “as if” it is done.
The Yechidah is the point inside us which tells us that all is ﬁnished and done, that there are no
problems,
If a person doesn’t want to accept that there can be inside him this deep perspective on reality, then
indeed, he will have no way of relating to this concept. He might feel that he is a realistic person who
faces the facts of reality and that the view of the Yechidah is an escape from reality, so why fool
yourself with it. After all, when a person hears about the Yechidah’s view on reality and he tells it over
to others, what kind of reaction does he usually get from others? He will be told that he is being
delusional, that he is trying to run away from life, that he can’t deal with reality, that he is too
idealistic in his aspirations, that he’s not being realistic…
But in the future, it will be a day that is entirely Shabbos, and there will be peace and serenity for the
entire world; nowadays, that reality hasn’t been realized yet, but we still can have some access to it
and touch it. Therefore, while we certainly have to be realistic in our life and not pretend that we have
no problems or challenges, there is a point in our soul in which there exists no challenges.
Of course, we cannot live entirely in that place in our soul, because that is running away from the
external layer of reality. We do not mean at all for one to become delusional and run away into
himself and escape reality. Rather, what we mean is to believe that there is such a power in yourself,
and when you believe in this feeling, you will feel the reality that is behind that feeling. When you feel
that reality, you will discover a contradiction. On one hand, you have a point in yourself which is
telling you that there are no problems, but at the same time, you see problems in front of you in the
world that you live in. You can learn how to live with contradiction, however.
There are some days in which we feel completely serene and that we have no problems, and the next
day, we feel like our entire world has come crashing down. What is the inner reason for this? It is
because there are some days in which we live very internally, and our perspective on our life is then
coming from our deep place in the soul that feels how there are no problems. So I am not saying that
you should run away into yourself all the time. I am merely trying to tell you that there does exist a
place in yourself in which you can return to every here and there to draw vitality from, and that will
give you the strength to go back into your problems and deal with them with renewed vigor.
If a person only knows of the problems in his life, and he has no inner place of refuge in himself, he
will have no vitality at all in his life. He only lives within his problems, and problems do not provide us
with vitality. A person has to know how to escape the stress of life to a place in himself where he can
draw forth vitality [when he accesses the calmness in his soul], and then when he returns to his
problems, he will be able to feel alive even amidst his problems; he will not get drained from his
problems and lose his vitality.
When you access your inner peace in the soul, you get used to the concept of a world in which there

are no problems, and then when you return to the problems, you will know how to deal with them
properly, even as you are amidst a problem. As you are going through the problem, you will be able to
be above it.
In Conclusion
The Greeks were defeated because the Chashmonaim accessed this deep power, of recognizing that
there is only one reality, in which there are no oppositions. They “made themselves small”, in other
words, they nulliﬁed their existence and did not see themselves as apart from others, therefore, they
arrived at the deep perspective that there is a place in which there are no wars. Because they
reached this place in which there are no wars, nothing could oppose them, and that was how they
achieved victory.

[1] In middle of this shiur, with regards to this aspect, the Rav clariﬁed to a questioner that in the
current reality we live in, we live in a divided reality, not in the all-inclusive reality; only in the future
will we all live in an all-inclusive reality. For this reason, our body is obligated in the mitzvos, and
there are diﬀerent parts of our body which require diﬀerent mitzvos. Our body represents divisions
and disparity, because in the physical dimension, there is no concept of oneness. Only in the spiritual
dimension there is oneness. In the future this will be fully revealed, and currently, we can have access
to that spiritual dimension of the future when we access the deep part of our soul, the Yechidah. The
Rav is explaining here how we can access the all-inclusive reality that is contained in our Yechidah.
[2] On an interesting note, the Rav responded to a questioner in middle of this shiur that often a
person will go to a psychologist and try to sort out his contradicting goals he has in his life, and he will
be told by the psychologist that he is delusional and a living contradiction. In reality, though, we are
all full of contradicting desires – desires of the body and desires of the soul, and there is nothing
wrong with this at all, because our soul is structured that way….
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